NATIONAL WOODEN PALLET & CONTAINER ASSOCIATION

COMPARING WOODEN PALLETS AND

CARDBOARD PALLETS

Wooden pallets and corrugated cardboard pallets both have roles to play in shipping goods around
the world. But arguments that cardboard pallets are more environmentally friendly, more safe or more
versatile fall flat.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

Wooden pallets are the best option environmentally. It's true that cardboard pallets are lighter
than wooden pallets. But the life-cycle carbon footprint of a pallet is about a lot more than
weight.

The carbon footprint of manufacturing a cardboard pallet can be five to ten times larger than
manufacturing a comparable wooden pallet.

A wooden pallet requires fewer chemicals to produce than a cardboard pallet.

Wooden pallets last longer than cardboard pallets, especially when exposed to the elements.
That means fewer of them need to be manufactured, saving energy.

And the vast majority of wooden pallets are reused or recycled.

VERSATILITY & SAFETY

Wooden pallets are used for a wide range of products. They’re a flexible option that can handle
complex needs, such as very heavy or irregularly shaped shipments.

Wooden pallets are suitable for a wide range of environmental conditions. In contrast,
cardboard pallets lose strength when exposed to moisture, and naturally lose strength over
time. This can raise questions for worker safety.

Wooden pallets can handle a wide range of support and racking conditions. Wooden pallets
can handle stacking; cardboard pallets often cannot.

Supply Chain Logistics is a complicated and intricate national web of distribution centers,
trucking and warehouse hubs that span the country. Even a small untested change could be

disastrous to human life and safety at the speed of movement of goods from manufacturer to
retailer to customer.
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